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SUBJECT: HONDURAN PRESS TREATMENT OF ALLEGED C.I.A. ACTIVITIES 
REF: TEGUCIGALPA 3909 

1. THE SAN PEDRO SULA NEWSPAPERS HAVE CONTINUED THEIR FEUD 
DESCRIBED REFTEL OVER THE PAST WEEK AND TREATED C.I.A. ACTIVITY 
AS A CENTRAL ISSUE. LA NOTICIA (ADVISED BY CUBAN EXILE ROLANDO 
MERUELO) ON SEPTEMBER 18 REPRINTED ON THE FRONT PAGE A 
FACSIMILE OF THE TIEMPO SEPTEMBER 18 FRONT PAGE DESCRIBED 
REFTEL. LA NOTICIA CALLS THE AUTHORS IMBECILES AND CRETINS 
AND SAYS THE ISSUE IS "AN EXAMPLE OF THE INTELLECTUAL 
LIMITATIONS OF SOME OF THE DISTINGUISHED SPOKESMEN OF POPULIST 
AND COMMUNIST IDEAS." 

2. TIEMPO RETURNED TO THE ATTACK AGAINST LA NOTICIA, LA 
PRENSA AND MERUELO ON SEPTEMBER 23 WITH AN EDITORIAL ENTITLED 
"THE C.I.A.: COMMON PRACTICE OF A GREAT POWER." THE ARTICLE, 
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OF SOVEREIGN NATIONS, BEGINS BY QUOTING PRESIDENT FORD AS 
SAYING SUCH ACTIVITIES ARE "AN ACCEPTED FACT IN THE ACTIVITIES 
OF GREAT POWERS.” TIEMPO THEN DESCRIBED THE AGENCY'S 
INDEPENDENCE AND LARGE BUDGET AND STATED THE ASSUMPTION THAT 
A LARGE SHARE OF THE AGENCY'S BUDGET DERIVES FROM TRANSNATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS. 

3. AFTER A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE CLANDESTINE NATURE OF 
C.I.A. OPERATIONS, TIEMPO AGAIN TURNED TO A LIGHTLY VEILED 
ATTACK ON MERUELO. 

"ITS (C.I.A.) CLANDESTINE NATURE IS ONE OF THE FACTORS 
OF ITS SUCCESS, ALTHOUGH IN SOME CASES ITS AGENTS DO NOT 
HIDE THEMSELVES, BUT RATHER FLAUNT THE HONOR, PARTICULARLY 
THOSE NOT OF AMERICAN NATIONALITY. 

"DOES THE C.I.A. FUNCTION IN HONDURAS? 

"THE C.I.A. IS LIKE THE AIR. IT PENETRATES INTO ALL PLACES NOT 
HERMETICALLY SEALED. 

"THERE ARE HERE SEVERAL SECOND RATE AGENTS, DISGUISED AS NEWS- 
PAPERMEN, BUT NO ONE TAKES THEM SERIOUSLY." (OBVIOUSLY REFERRING 
TO MERUELO). 

TIEMPO THEN ACCUSES THE ALREADY "BOUGHT" NEWSPAPERS 

(LA NOTICIA AND LA PRENSA) OF IUSTIFYING ALL ACTIVITY 

UNDER TAKEN BY THE C.I.A. AND REITERATES ITS EARLY ATTACK ON 

THE NEWSPAPERS AS CONSPIRATORS AGAINST THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT. 

4. THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES BY ANSWERING ITS ORIGINAL 
QUESTION, "DOES THE C.I.A. FUNCTION IN HONDURAS?" ASIDE FROM 
THE "SECOND RATE" NEWSPAPERMEN (MERUELO) THERE REALLY IS NO 
C.I.A. EFFORT IN HONDURAS. THE C.I.A. HAS REAL PROGRAMS 

ONLY WHERE COUNTRIES PROVIDE REAL THREATS TO U.S. NATIONAL 
INTEREST. "HERE THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR THE STRONG ARM OF 
THE TRANSNATIONALS TO OPPOSE SUPERFICIAL REFORMS THAT DO NOT 
GO BEYOND THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM, BUT RATHER REINFORCE IT IN 
LOOKING FOR ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STABILITY." 
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5. COMMENT: THE FACT THAT THIS FEUD CAN CONTINUE ON THE 
EDITORIAL PAGES WHILE VIRTUALLY ALL OTHER NEWSPAPER SPACE IS 
DEVOTED TO THE DISASTROUS HURRICANE DAMAGE DEMONSTRATES THE 
DEGREE OF PERSONAL ANTAGONISM BETWEEN MERUELO AND THE 
PUBLISHERS OF TIEMPO AND LIKELY REFLECTS THE POLITICAL 
DIVISION BETWEEN THE FORCES REPRESENTED BY THE NEWSPAPERS. 
SANCHEZ 
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